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The Sutton family have taken their young stud from
strength to strength, writes FIDMA MYERS

running a stud coutd help maximise
returns from an initially small land area,
which has now grown te moere than

800ha,” Jeff says.

“Barry has helped with invaluable
amounts of time and knowledge, showing
how to run the stud sheep and run a stud
the proper way.”

The Cadeli stud doesn’t show and
hasn't since the late 1980s ~ its reputation
means ram sales are always strong ~ but
Jeff decided showing was the quickest
and most effective way 1o lift the profile of
his newly formed stud,

They started showing sheep in 2009,
and attended up to 16 shows a year to
spread the knowiedge of the Wattle Farm
sheep's quality.

“We started showing for the specific
reason of lifting the profile of the stud,”
Jeff says,

It was about attending as many as we
could and doing as well as we could?”

The hectic showing program was
supported by Jeff's parents, Marie and
Reg Sutton, who provided extra hands
and resources when the show team hit
the rings. ‘

Now that showing program has been
fine-tuned to attending just the major
events - the Royal Easter Show at Sydney,
the Royal Melbourne Show, the Australian
Sheep and Wool Show at Bendige and the
NSW sheep show at Dubbo.

And Jeff is committed to supporting

country shows throughout the Riverina
too.

The biggest success story at Wattle
Farm is Exceed, & 1 Va-yearold ram which
is the current Australian champion and
has taken the most broad ribbons across
eastern Australia in the past 12 months.

Jeff is extremely proud of the ram,
which he describes as not extreme but
halanced,

“Exceed has an excellent outiook, good
barrel, tremendous spring of ribs and
awonderful dense, true to type Border
fleece,” ha says.

Sernen from Exceed has already been
sold o breeders in NSW and Victoria, as
well as an order from New Zealand.

“He's not the biggest ram in the fine-up
but he is a balanced sheep,” Joff says.

And that's exactly what Jeff is aiming
for in the stud. They won't be the biggest,
or the most extreme sheep, but they wili
offer commercial producers what they
want — a true to type Border Leicester
which has excellent conformation, hone
and a quelity flescs.

"Clients want fertile rams with excelient
carcass characteristics that produce long,
well-muscled ewes, and that's what we
aim to consistently deliver” Jeff says.

“They want a ram that is hardy, not one
that lies under a tree and dies!”

All of the sheep, which includes 600
Border Leicester ewes, are scanned to
give feedback on the genetic performance

that's seven days a wesk, so ba it,’
Jeff says.

of specific sires, and all are Lambplan
recorded.

And in their own test of their ganetics
the Suttons run 608 Merino ewes joinac
1o their own Border Leicester rams for
first-cross production.

it's just another check to make sure th
stud is heading in the right direction - af
all, their commercial flock is a client of
their own stud.

Wattle Farm heid its inaugural Border
Leicester sale last year, and seven
stud rams averaged $2200, 60 flock
rams averaged $700 and 21 stud ewes
averaged $450,

It was a solid start for the stud in a tig
season, and Jeff says they wanted o bu
on this.

“Eventually we would fike to seli abot
150 flock rams each year and develop a
market for the stud rams too,” he says.

“It’s our uitimate goal to influence the
stud ram market and, to not only have a
solid base of commercial clients, butfol
able to seli high quality semen and ram:
{0 studs.”

He's equally proud of the fact that thre
new Border Leicester studs have atread:
been established on the Wattle Farm
genstics.

Talk 2o Jeff for long enough and the
love of this breed and his passion for
breeding high quality Border Leicesters
is clear.

It's atso clear that the passion is
unlikely to wane any time soon.

“We have a siogan atWattle Farm,
and that's hard work delivers luck, and if



